RELIGION IN AFRICA
1. EXPLAIN WHAT RELIGIONS HAVE DEVELOPED IN AFRICA. 
ISLAM HAS HAD A SIGNIFICANT IMPACT ON LITERACY, WEALTH AND TRADE, CULTURAL TRADITIONS IN ART, ARCHITECTURE, POETRY AND ART.
CHRISTIANITY INFLUENCED THE CULTURAL TRADITIONS AND THE POLITICS OF THE LAND. OTHER DEVELOPMENT INCLUDE ARCHITECTURE, ART, MUSIC, AND DEVELOPMENT OF MODERN UNIVERSITY. 

2. WHAT REGIONS IN AFRICA SEEM TO HAVE A DOMINANT RELIGION OVER THE OTHERS? Indicate what regions of Africa a certain religion might have a strong and powerful presence.  (for regions refer to: North, Southern, West, or East Africa). Can you explain the history of their arrival in that region, and write a few notes on why they might have held such a strong presence there.
ISLAM HAS THE LARGEST INFLUENCE IN THE NORTH AFRICA AND SOME OF THE NORTH WEST AFRICA AND THE EASTERN COASTAL REGION OF AFRICA. IN SOUTH AFRICA WE HAVE SMALL POPULATION OF MUSLIMS. ISLAM ORIGINATED FROM THE ARABS WHEN THEY CAME IN THE NORTHEASTERN REGIONS AND THEN MOVED FROM THE NORTH AND THEN TO THE WEST. MOST OF THE INFLUENCE SPREAD THROUGH MILITARY CONQUESTS, TRADING AND POLITICS. MUSLIM TRADERS SETLLED IN THE SOUTH OF SAHARAH DESERT AND MADE FRIENDS WITH THE KINGS.
THE SPREAD OF CHRISTIANITY WAS AS A RESULT OF MISSIONARY ACTIVITIES IN AFRICA. IN SOUTH AFRICA, CHRISTIANITY IS THE MOST DOMINANT RELIGION.


3. CAN YOU LIST 2 OR 3 PRACTICES OR EXPRESSIONS OF FAITH FOR THE THREE MOST COMMON RELIGIONS IN AFRICA?				 
	TYPE OF RELIGION
	RELIGIOUS PRACTICES OR EXPRESSIONS OF FAITH
	RELIGIOUS PRACTICES OR EXPRESSIONS OF FAITH
	RELIGIOUS PRACTICES OR EXPRESSIONS OF FAITH

	1.CHRISTIANITY
	PRAYERS IS A FORM OF COMMUNICATION TO GOD
	THE CHURCH IS THE MEETING PLACE FOR CHRISTIANS WHERE THEY MEET AND THE HOLY SPIRIT IS MANIFESTED
	THE HOLY SCRIPTURES CONTAINS THE HOLY WRITING (BIBLE)


	2.ISLAMIC
	FOLLOWING GOD WILL EARN YOU A PLACE IN PARADISE
	OBEYING THE LAST AND MORE COMPLETE REVELATIONS THAT WERE RECEIVED BY MUHAMMAD
	MUHAMMAD IS THE LAST IN LINE OF PROPHETS.


	3.INDIGENOUS AFRICAN RELIGIONS
	THERE IS A COMMON BELIEF THAT HUMAN CANNOT CONTROL NATURE
	SHRINES ARE USED AS A COMMUNICATION PLACE WITH THE SPIRIT
	THERE IS A BELIEF THAT EVENTS HAPPEN BECAUSE OF THE HUMAN ACTIONS




ORATURE IN AFRICA (ORAL AND WRITTEN LITERARY ARTS)
1. IN GENERAL, WHAT ARE SOME OF THE DIFFERENCES BETWEEN ORAL LITERARY ARTS, AND WRITTEN LITERATURE?
THERE IS A SIGNIFICANT DIFFERENCE BETWEEN ORAL LITERARY ARTS AND WRITTEN LITERATURE. HOWEVER, THE TWO TRANFER INFROMATION FROM ONE PERSON TO ANOTHER. WRITTEN LITERATURE IS STATIC WHILE ORAL IS DYNAMIC TRANSFER OF DATA. A PERSON MUST UTILIZE THE DYNAMISM IN THE LITERATURE TO BECOME AN EFFECTIVE COMMUNICATOR. WRITTEN ART IS MORE PRECISE BUT ORAL ART HAS GREAT DEAL OF COMPRESSION. WRITTEN ART CAN BE CHANGED BUT ONCE SPOKEN WORDS OUT IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO RETRACT IT. ORAL LITERARY ARTS INCLUDE FOLK TALES, SONGS, POETRY, PRAYERS, EPICS, PROVERBS, RIDDLES AND STORY TELLING BY ELDERS. IN WRITTEN LITERATURE INCLUDE NOVELS, POEMS, PLAYS DRAMAS, OR SHORT STORIES.



2. FOLKTALES MEANING & SOCIAL FUNCTION:
2.a. In traditional societies: How did people share Folktales with others? 
In South Africa, Folk tales were told by women and mostly grandmothers. The primary goal of the stories was to educate and instruct the young one. Also, it was meant to entertain the listeners. Folktales have animals and humans whereby the animals were used to help human beings in time of need. There were mostly told in the evening.


2.b. In traditional societies: How did people use folktales?
Folktales were used to educate, instruct and entertain people. The story teller may repeat various phrases or a song so that the audience can learn and sing along. Depending on the effectiveness of the story teller, the audience would either criticize or praise the story teller.

2.c. What are some special characteristics of folktales?
> have animals and humans
> Animals were used as an example of a helper to human in times of needs
> the folktales were mostly told in the evening (time of the spirit)
> In Ndebele, the folktales were told by the grandmothers
3. PROVERBS FOLKTALES MEANING & SOCIAL FUNCTION:

 3.a. In traditional societies: How did people share proverbs with others? 
Proverbs were used as a verbal art in face to face communication. The memory of a person played a significant role in familiarity. People who share proverbs with one another depending on the situation.

3.b. In traditional societies: How did people use proverbs?
In traditional societies proverbs were used to criticize an individual indirectly or make a comment against the government. It was also used to warn against foolish acts.

3.c. What are some special characteristics of proverbs?
They are short saying that are well known by the society
They expresses the truth
They are often used as a guide to good conduct 
Some proverbs were represented by visual symbols
They used metaphor to conceal deeper meanings
Proverbs were used to address or criticize someone indirectly or comment about the government.

4.What is EPIC POETRY? What is example of a modern story based on a traditional African epic?
Epic poetry is a form of poetry that tell a dramatic story. It is a long poem that goes beyond living a memory. A perfect example of a modern story that is based on a traditional African epic is the Sundiata (lion of Mali)

5.Who are two important novelists from Nigeria? Write their names and two books by each author.
Chinua Achebe – Things Fall Apart and Arrow of God
Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie – Americanah, Purple Hibiscus (2003), and Half of a Yellow Sun 
· 
 - AFRICAN AND EUROPEAN CULTURES COLLIDE AND COMBINE 
EUROPEAN COLONIALISM IN AFRICA WAS ACCOMPLISHED UNDER COMPLEX CONDITIONS.
1.When and how did it begin? What European countries were involved?

The European colonialism in Africa can be traced back in the 1920s. The continent was endowed with valuable resources such as land, timber, gold and labor. The European interest in Africa thereby intensified. The countries that were involved include France, Portugal, Belgian, Britain and Spain.
2.What were some cultural differences that created conflicts between Europeans and indigenous Africans. And, how did European led governments use cultural repression to subdue and disempower Africans in the 1900s?
The missionaries and explorers wanted to convert the Africans into the Christian faith. There therefore built many schools and churches. Some of the cultural differences existed in their religious beliefs and the medicines used. The government used dominance through forcibly imposed and military strength. In other cases, the government would bribe the kings and local chiefs or signed treaties with the local leaders.



3.Once Europeans dominated a territory, What did Christian missionaries do, and what measures did they undertake to obtain and maintain control? 
The Christian missionaries built churches and schools. They then converted the African into Christians. To maintain control over the territories they would provide sufficient police in the areas. In the event of opposition, they ended up using military force. Some of the missionaries signed treated with the local leaders so that they would fly their flags as the sole administrator of the area.



4.What did colonial officials do and what measures did they undertake to obtain and maintain control? [Be sure to Explain the two methods of colonial rule].
THE COLONIAL OFFICIALS WERE IN CHARGE OF HOLDING ALL THE COLONIES THEY ACTUALLY POSSESSED. TO MAINTAIN CONTROL THEY WOULD EITHER BRIBE THE LOCAL LEADERS, FORCIBLY IMPOSE OF THROUGH MILITARY STRENGTH. IF A COLONIAL POWER WAS UNABLE TO UTILIZE THE TERRITORY ANOTHER POWER WOULD CAPTURE IT. IT WAS THEREFORE PRUDENT TO OBTAIN AND MAINTAIN CONTROL OVER THE COLONIES.


 – INDEPENDENCE IN AFRICA 
1.What were two to three major ways that Africans resisted European dominance and control?
SOME OF THE WAYS THAT THE AFRICANS RESISTED THE EUROPEAN DOMINANCE AND CONTROL INCLUDE FORMING POLITICAL ORGANIZATIONS THAT WOULD CREATE LAWS FOR IMPROVED HUMAN RIGHTS AND FREEDOM AND INDEPENDENCE FOR THE AFRICANS, AND ACTIVE FIGHTING BACK BY FORMING RESISTANCE MOVEMENT.


2.What were some major political achievements by Africans during independence?
Many of the political organizations were formed to protest the various elements of the colonial rule. Through the organizations, the africans were able to create laws, fight for human rights and eventually free the africans from the colonial powers.
3.What kinds of cultural responses occurred, what art forms played a role in the resistance?
ART PLAYED A KEY ROLE IN THE SOUTH AFRICAN RESISTANCE. SOME OF THE KEY PLAYS BY ACTIVISTS INCLUDE THE JAZZ OPERA, AND KING KONG OPERA. DURING THE ERA, MANY AFRICANS WERE TRANSFORMED IN TERM OF CULTURAL RESPONSES. THE CHRISTIAN MISSIONARIES WERE TEACHING ABOUT FAIRNESS BUT WENT AHEAD AND SUPPORT THE COLONIAL POWER.  WHEN THE WW2 ENDED MANY PEOPLE JOINED NATIONALIST AND INDEPENDENCE MOVEMENTS. 
4.What cultural traditions did Ghana’s first President Kwame Nkrumah choose to highlight in order to champion the value of the *“African Personality” for African citizens?  (*African personality is a term Nkrumah developed to restore a sense of African identity) 
Once he was elected as the president, he released all prisoners and formed a government that would lead to the formation of the republic of Ghana. He was the founding father of the Organization of African Union(OAU)



you may have your 4 part journals on hand during the exam as well. There will be questions related to that assignment on the exam.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Very short essay questions will be similar to these….
Can you think of one example where African cultural leaders used a particular cultural tradition (theater, poetry, art, literature, film, fashion, etc.)  to respond to colonialism, unjust laws, or modern corruption in their country? 


WHAT ASPECTS OF EUROPEAN CULTURES STILL REMAIN? 
Africa now has successfully integrated many European elements that have become an accepted and now natural part of their own societies and cultures. What specific European elements have been “mixed into” African Societies? (In order to detect European influences or traits, ask yourselves this…what did Europeans bring, or what African traditions did they criticize or try to modify, alter or change?)

Some of the elements of the Europeans that were accepted into the African culture include christianity, the education system, and the medicines that were used. Moreover, the system of governance that was used during the colonial rule has influenced greatly the post-colonial government of the African countries.
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